aBstract: This paper reports the second species of the genus Laotia Saurin, 1953. L. pahiensis Saurin, 1953 was described from Laos, Pa Hia, whereas the new species, L. christahemmenae n. sp. was collected in Ha Noi Province, Vietnam, approximately 350 km NE of the type localty of the Laotian species. The new species is approximately twice larger than its congener, and has a ribbed shell with a smooth area behind its aperture. In contrast, L. pahiensis is ribbed until the peristome or the ribbing stops very close to the peristome. It is uncertain if Laotia should be placed in Diplommatinidae or in Alycaeidae.
INTRODUCTION
Laotia was described by saurin (1953) from Laos; its only species, Laotia pahiensis Saurin, 1953, was found exclusively in the type locality (Pah Hia, 100 km S of Xieng-Khouang).
Laotia pahiensis has a small, regularly ribbed, flat shell, with approximately a quarter of the body whorl turned upwards (Figs 1-2). As a result, the aperture points obliquely in the direction of the apex. The shell is similar to that of the genus Chamalycaeus Kobelt et Möllendorff, 1897, which nevertheless possesses a breathing tube (or "snorkel") (KoBelt & Möllendorff 1897) characteristic of the family Alycaeidae. The alycaeid tube starts close to the aperture and runs along the suture. Its length can exceed half a whorl, but is usually shorter than that. The measurements (shell diameter: 2.5-2.7 mm) of L. pahiensis given by saurin (1953) Christa Hemmen who collected the specimens. Differential diagnosis: Laotia christahemmenae n. sp. differs from L. pahiensis in being ca. twice larger, with a thinner peristome, a slightly more oblique aperture and a smooth area behind the aperture. Description: Shell (Fig. 3) dextral, depressed, consists of slightly more than 4 rounded whorls separated by deep suture; approximately quarter of last whorl turns obliquely upwards, so aperture is directed toward apex; both available shells are corroded, therefore protoconch sculpture cannot be observed; teleoconch with microscopic spiral sculpture clearly visible between sharp, hollow, regular radial ribs; both types of sculpture extend into umbilicus; radial ribs on body whorl are approximately two times coarser than on penultimate whorl; area behind peristome is covered only by growth lines (and would be covered by 8-10 ribs if ribbing continued to peristome); umbilicus deep; aperture rounded; peristome thickened and slightly reflexed; operculum unknown. Measurements of holotype: shell diameter: 4.4 mm, shell height: 2.6 mm. Distribution: Laotia christahemmenae n. sp. is known from the type locality only (see also Fig. 4) . 
